
The Federal Communications Commission
 

Dear The Federal Communications Commission,

Bottom line - my finances are so stretched now that it
takes several miracles every month in order for me to bring in
enough money to pay my basic bills - housing, utilities, food
and clothing. And I'm not lazy - I work as a waitress and a
cook. This is not easy as I'm 55 years old and have an 18 year
old son who is wanting to go to college soon. My telephone,
though not an ABSOLUTE necessity, is a great time-saver for me
and gives ma an extra measure of confidence knowing I'm
reachable to my family and friends. I cannot afford cable so my
phone is also my means of Internet access. If I can't afford my
phone bill, I won't have Internet access either. So please
consider the millions of Americans who are hard-working,
honorable people who need every penny they're earning in order
to meet their basic needs. I suppose I could get on welfare like
so many others, but I prefer to pull my own weight and am
teaching my child to do the same.

In other words,I do not want to pay more for my telephone
service! I urge you to reject a flat fee proposal that would
change how contributions are made to the Universal Service Fund.
I am concerned that this proposal could make my current service
unaffordable. 

Under the flat fee proposal you are considering, people who make
few long distance calls would pay the same as people or
businesses that make many calls. In other words, low-volume and
primarily residential customers would bear the same universal
service fund burden as a high-volume residential or business
customers. This is unfair!

I use my wireless phone for safety, security and convenience. I
don't want to lose these benefits so that big businesses can pay
less than their fair share. I urge you to reject the proposal to
move the USF collection system to a flat-fee. 

Keep the USF Fair! 

Sincerely,

Carol Pinson
Rt 1 Box 103-7
Leslie, Arkansas 72645-9734


